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Introduction and Methodological Approach 



 Currently, the concept of ecological agriculture is a topic widely analysed and discussed 

globally by various organisations and entities with a significant influence on the economy and social 

situation of the existing territories and communities, taking into account the evolution of the 

environment and population’s health. 

 According to the definition provided by the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United 

Nations, “ecological agriculture is a holistic system of production management that promotes and 

improves the agroecosystem health, protects biodiversity, biological cycles and biological activity 

of the soil”1. Ecological agriculture takes into account the potential impact on the environment and 

society; practicing it involves eliminating the use of synthetic factors, such as synthetic fertilizers 

and pesticides, veterinary medicines, seeds and genetically modified types, preservatives and 

additives. They are replaced by specific measures for the management and preservation of soils, 

which maintain and increase the fertility in the long run and prevent the occurrence of pests and 

specific diseases. 

 The European Commission considers the ecological agriculture to be an agricultural system 

that aims to provide the consumer with fresh, tasty and authentic foods, while respecting the 

natural ecosystem and its lifecycle. In order to provide these results, common measures should be 

used in ecological agriculture, meant to minimise the human impact on the environment, while 

ensuring the most natural operation of the agricultural system. 

 According to the US Agricultural Department, ecological agriculture is a production system 

able to respond to the territory-specific conditions by integrating the cultural, biological and 

mechanical practices that favour the cycling of resources, promotes the ecological balance and 

preserves biodiversity. 

 It may be observed that all these definitions are built around some generally valid concepts, 

which underlie the ecological agriculture practices:  environmental protection and consumer’s 

protection. The policies implemented at European level give an increasingly higher importance to 

these two concepts, and this reflects also in the evolution of the ecological market of food 

products in the EU: in 2014, this has reached up to 24 billion Euros, by 7.4% more compared to the 

value registered in 2013. According to the new Common Agricultural Policy, as of 2015, 30% of the 

direct payments (Pillar I of  Under the National Programs of Rural Development (funded via the 

Pillar II of the CAP), the farmers and operators in the field of ecological production can access 

various funding opportunities; the projects funded may have different themes as follows: 

stimulation of innovation by cooperation at the level of the food chain; the development of quality 

systems for the agricultural products; setting groups or organisations of producers, etc. The 

research activity, a service related to ecological agriculture, is also subject to the funds provided 

by the EU via the EAFRD and the Horizon 2020 Programme. Last but not least, special attention is 

given also to marketing ecological products, being possible to fund projects submitted by 

commercial/interprofessional organisations to increase the degree of awareness among consumers 

on the logo, production and ecological control in the EU. All these measures are adopted to 
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 FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission, 1999 



stimulate the achievement of the conversion to the ecological agricultural practices or the 

maintenance thereof.  

In Romania, the sector of ecological agriculture has developed mainly after the country’s accession 

to the EU, respectively after 2007, in the context of aligning the legislative and institutional 

framework with the European norms. The first association in the field of ecological agriculture (the 

Bioterra Association) has been however founded since 1997, and the first legislative act that was 

aiming also at the component of ecological agriculture has come into force in 2000 (GD no. 

34/2000). In Dolj County, the first ecologically certified areas and crops have appeared after 2006. 

According to the data provided by the County Department of Agriculture, in 2013 there were 1,016 

ha of ecologically cultivated areas in Dolj County, fo which 215 ha of ecologically certified areas. 

The ecologically cultivated areas represented however only 0.2% of the arable area of the county 

(488,556 ha). 

With this study, it is aimed to analyse the current situation and the stage of development of the 

sector of production and processing the ecological products and related services in Dolj County, 

respectively the weaknesses and strengths of this sector. The methodology proposed to elaborate 

the study includes both the office research (analysis of the documents and statistical analysis) and 

the research on the field (questionnaires among the ecologically certified operators at the level of 

Dolj County and carrying out interviews with key actors). By using the four data sources 

(documents, statistical data, opinions of certified operators and opinions of 

institutions/organisations with a key role in the system of ecological agriculture), cross-checking 

the information and delimiting key elements that characterise the ecological agricultural practices 

in Dolj County shall be ensured. Based on the analysis carried out, the conclusions and 

recommendations of the study shall aim the future of the sector of ecological agriculture and 

related services, in the current social and economical context, respectively the role of this sector 

in increasing the employment and mobility in the cross-border area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Coherence of the National and European Legislative Framework in the 
Field of Ecological Agriculture 



1.1. Comparative Analysis on the European and National Legislative Framework  
 The European legislative framework in the field of ecological agriculture is detailed 

and complex, being found at the level of the EU Regulations. According to the TFEU, the 

Regulations are mandatory legislative documents to be applied in all the territories that 

are part of the EU. The Regulation is enforceable and has legal power simultaneously at 

the level of all MS.  

 Thus, taking into account the multitude of elements regulated by the EU 

Regulations, the national legislative framework is mainly based on transposing the 

European legislative documents, so they cannot amend the requirements and provisions 

included in the EU Regulations. 

 In order to analyse the existing coherence between the European and national 

legislative framework in this field, 4 main themes approached at the level of legislative 

documents in the field of ecological agriculture have been delimited: ecological 

production, ecological labelling, import of ecological products, control and certification of 

ecological products.  

The theme European 
Legislation 

National 
legislation 

Other relevant 
documents 

Degree of 
coherence 

Ecological production YES2 YES3 NO high 

Ecological labelling YES4 YES5 NO high 

Import of ecological products YES6 YES7 YES8 high 

Control and certification of 
ecological products 

YES9 YES10 NO high 

 High level of coherence, i.e. the documents drafted nationally transpose in practice 

the applicable EU Regulations, considering the specific conditions existing nationally. 

 From the analysis carried out, it may be observed that there is a high degree of 

coherence between the European and national legislation in the field of ecological 

                                                           
2 The CE Regulation no. 834/2007 on ecological production and labelling of ecological products 
The CE Regulation no. 889/2008 to establish the Norms of Applying the EC Regulation no. 834/2007 of the Council on ecological production and labelling of 
ecological products 
The CE Regulation no. 1829/2003 on food products and genetically modified feeds 
The CE Regulation no. 178/2002 on establishing the principles and general requirements of the food legislation 
3 Emergency Ordinance no. 34 of April 17th, 2000 on ecological agro-food products 
Decision no. 131/2013 for establishing the steps and sanctions required to meet the provisions of the (EC) Regulation no. 834/2007 of the Council on 28th June 2007 
on ecological production and labelling the ecological products 
Ordinance no. 29/2014 for the amendment of Art. 6 Par. (2) of the Government Emergency Ordinance no. 34/2000 on the ecological agro-food products, as well as 
for establishing some steps in the field of ecological agro-food products 
4 The CE Regulation no. 834/2007 on ecological production and labelling of ecological products 
The CE Regulation no. 889/2008 to establish the Norms of Applying the EC Regulation no. 834/2007 of the Council on ecological production and labelling of 
ecological products 
5 Order no. 417 of 13th September 2002 for the approval of the Specific Rules on labelling the ecological agro-food products 
Decision no. 131/2013 for establishing the steps and sanctions required to meet the provisions of the (EC) Regulation no. 834/2007 of the Council on 28th June 2007 
on ecological production and labelling the ecological products; 
6 The CE Regulation no. 1235/2008 to establish the Norms of Applying the (EC) Regulation no. 834/2007 regarding the regime of importing ecological products from 
third countries 
7 Order no. 51/2010 for approving the national rules on authorising the imports of ecological agro-food products from third countries 
8 Guide on the imports of ecological products in the European Union 
Guide on the additional official controls regarding the ecological products imported from third states, drafted annually as of 2016 by the MARD 
9 The CE Regulation no. 834/2007 on ecological production and labelling of ecological products 
The CE Regulation no. 889/2008 to establish the Norms of Applying the EC Regulation no. 834/2007 of the Council on ecological production and labelling of 
ecological products 
10 Order no. 986/2016 on the approval of the amount of the fee for approving the inspection bodies and certification in ecological agriculture; 

Order no. 895/2016 for the approval of the rules on the organisation of the inspection and certification system, for approving the inspection bodies and certification/control bodies 
and supervision of the activity of control bodies in ecological agriculture; 
Order no. 1253 /2013 for the approval of the rules on registering the ecological agriculture operators; 



agriculture. However, nationally there are several legislative acts regulating this field, 

compared to the European level, which makes it difficult to understand and integrate the 

measures provided thereof.  

 For example, for the control and certification of ecological products, nationally 

there are three orders issued, which deal with complementary themes (fee for the 

approval of inspection and certification bodies; rules on the organisation of the inspection 

and certification systems; rules on the registering the operators in the ecological 

agriculture). 

 A case of overregulation of the European legislation has been identified at national 

level: according to the MARD Order no. 895/2016, Art. 9, items o) and p), any commercial 

transaction carried out by operators outside the Romanian territory must be accompanied 

by the transaction certificate issued by the control body which the operator has contract 

with, although this requirement is not provided in the EU Regulations. The legislation 

specific to this field at community and national level was a subject analysed also in the 

interviews carried out with key actors. The national legislation has generally been 

considered to have a high degree of coherence with the community one, demonstrating an 

optimal degree of stability – by analysing the documents of the national legislation, one 

may observe the fact that no frequent amendments have been made in the legislative acts, 

and they are valid for at least 2 years as of the entry into force, without additional 

amendments. According to the respondents’ opinions, a simplification of the administrative 

requirements (for example the structure of the certification file or the structure of the 

forms included in the file) would facilitate the process of acquiring and maintaining the 

ecological certification. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. General Information on the Process of Ecological Certification  

2.1. Entities Involved in the Process of Ecological Certification 
 



The process of ecological certification involves the cooperation and involvement of several public 

institutions and private/public entities, with defined responsibilities. 

 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development is the central authority and is responsible for 

implementing and monitoring the implementation of the specific legislative norms in the field of 

ecological agriculture. According to the GEO no. 34/2000 updated, the main specific 

responsibilities assigned to MARD – the Ecological Agriculture Department are presented further: 

 annual preparation of the list of operators in ecological agriculture 

 approval of inspection and certification bodies 

 controlling and supervising the activity of the approved inspection and certification bodies 

 authorising the imports of ecological products from third countries into Romania; 

 the approval of the applicants’ requests to use the “ea” logo 

The County Agricultural Departments are county deconcentrated structures of the MARD at county 

level, which the following specific responsibilities are assigned to: 

 Register and approve the sheets for registration into the ecological agriculture of those 

operators that manufacture, process, store, market or import ecological products; 

 Monthly submit to the MARD the electronic centraliser of operators registered in the 

ecological operators, 

 Prepare monthly statistics on the conversion and certificated areas, the average productions 

forecasted and achieved regionally, 

 Initiate actions for promoting the ecological agriculture and products 

 Ensure the information of certified operators in the field of ecological agriculture 

The control bodies are legal entities in the public or private sector that should meet the 

requirements provided in Art. 27 in the (EC) Regulation no. 834/2007, respectively: 



- To have the expertise, equipment and infrastructure required to carry out the tasks assigned 

to them; 

- to have a sufficient number of personnel qualified and experienced in the field  

- To be impartial and not be in any conflict of interests in relation to the performance of 

tasks assigned to them; 

- To be accredited according to the European Standard EN 45011 or ISO/CEI 17065  

 The CB is approved by the MARD following an evaluation of the files submitted by the 

potential CBs, by an Approval Commission, within 60 days as of registering the file at the registered 

office of the MARD. A CB may receive approval for the inspection and certification of the products 

classified into one or several groups, as follows: 

 A: unprocessed vegetal products 

 B: live animals or unprocessed animal products 

 C: aquaculture products and seaweeds 

 D: agricultural products processed to be used as food 

 E: agricultural products processed to be used as food for animals 

 F: vegetative propagation material and seeds for crops. 

 The approval certificate assigned by the MARD for the operation of a CB is valid for 1 year 

and can be renewed by submitting a request in this regard. 

 The operators registered in ecological agriculture must meet the specific norms shown in 

the EC Regulation no. 834/2007 and the EC Regulation no. 889/2008, depending on the type of 

products certified. They may classify into one of the following categories: producers, processors, 

merchants, exporters, importers. 

 The ecological production involves to mandatorily go through a period of conversion, within 

this interval the operator being bound to meet and apply the requirements imposed by the EC 

Regulation no. 834/2007 in their activity. The date for starting the period of conversion is the date 

when the operator has registered within the CDA, by submitting the sheet for registration in the 

ecological agriculture. 

2.2. Stages and Parties Involved in the Process of Ecological Certification 
 

The process of ecological certification may be looked at from two perspectives: 

a) certification of the areas/products under the conversion period  

b) certification of areas/ecological products 

 To acquire the certification, the operators must annually subject their exploitation to the 

control system according to the provisions of Art. 28, Par. 1, letter b) of the (EC) R no. 864/2007 

and to record their activity into the system of ecological agriculture at the MARD, according to the 

provisions of Art. 28 Par. 1 of the (EC) R no. 834/2007, for the activity and/or group of products. 

The stages of the ecological certification process to acquire the initial are described as follows: 

1. The operator shall be informed on the CBs approved on the 



website of MARD http://www.madr.ro/agricultura-ecologica/organisme-de-control-aprobate.html 

2. The operator submits a request for information to the selected CB depending on the field which 

the CB is accredited/approved for, respectively for the group of products targeted by the operator 

to acquire the certification. 

3. OC submits the list of documents to the operator, documents required to complete the request 

The list of forms and documents may vary depending on the CB, but it shall mainly consist of: 

- The registration sheet to be submitted by the operator to the CDA  

- An affidavit for having the documents required to register in the ecological agriculture 

system 

- The technical sheet on the operator’s activity (information on the products which the 

certification is done for, the location where the activities are carried out, the personnel 

involved, the description of the process undergone to acquire the products, etc.) 

4. The operator fills out the documents requested by the CB and submits them to it 

5. The CB analyses the request and informs on the certification fee 

The CB verifies the information provided by the operator in the file of requesting the certification 

and can approve or reject the request. 

In case of rejecting the request, the operator is informed on the reasons underlying the rejection.  

6. The operator signs the service contract with the CB 

Should the operator agree with the price communicated by the CB and contractual terms, they sign 

the contract and return it to the CB.  

7. The operator submits to the CDA the sheet of registration in the ecological agriculture 

After signing the contract with the CB, the operator submits to the CDA the sheet of registration in 

the ecological agriculture, according to the applicable model from the annexes to the Order no. 

1253/2013 issued by the MARD. It is mandatory that the sheet shall be accompanied by: 

- The contract concluded between the operator and the inspection and certification body 

- An affidavit for having the documents required to register in the ecological agriculture 

(completed at stage 3) 

The date for starting the period of conversion is the date when the operator has registered within 

the CDA. 

8. The operator fills out the specific forms and the file for the acquirement of the certification  

After the registration within the CDA, the operator submits to the CB the proof of registration and 

fills out and submits the additional forms requested at stage 5, if applicable. At this stage, the 

operator informs the CB on the model of labels to be used, if applicable (please see subchapter 2.3 

for additional information). 

9. The CB verifies the documentation and nominates an inspector to carry out the verifications in 

the field 

The CB verifies the received documentation in order to establish the conformity in relation to the 

rules of ecological production. Should nonconformities be observed, the operator is informed on 



the corrective actions to be implemented so that it is possible to go through the next stages in 

order to acquire the certification. 

Should no nonconformities be observed, the CB shall mandate an inspector to carry out the control 

on site.  

10. The CB carries the inspection on site 

The inspector empowered by the CB shall go on site, on the date set to verify the compliance with 

the criteria applicable to the group of products/activities targeted for the acquirement of the 

certification, stipulated in the EC regulation. The inspector visits all the locations related to 

manufacturing the products that are part of the certification object.  The inspection includes:  

The verification of documents; 

Visiting the lands, production facilities, etc., 

Interviewing the personnel involved, 

Taking land, product samples, etc. 

11. The CB drafts the inspection report  

Based on the verifications carried out, the inspector fills out a report that shall include the 

conclusions on the compliance/incompliance with requirements of the EC Regulation, respectively, 

as applicable, the noncompliance identified, the applicable sanctions, remedial steps and a timely 

planning of corrective actions, respectively for organising a new inspection. The report is assumed 

by the operator.   

12. The certification decision  

At this stage, the decision of certification or of not granting the certification is made. 

 

13. The CB issues the certification document 

The CB shall fill out the certificate of authorising the ecological production/activities or in 

conversion  

The certificate shall include information on the products/activity certified (vegetal production; 

animal production, processing, marketing; import; export), operator’s name and address, the date 

of issuing the certification, the validity term/period of the certification. They shall also specify the 

status of the products/activities as being in conversion or ecological. 

The renewal of the ecological certification must be done annually by the operators who want to 

keep their status of producer/ processor/ trader/ exporter/ importer of ecological products. In 

order to renew the ecological certification, the stages shown previously are resumed starting from 

stage 8. 

 

 

2.3. Labelling the Ecological Products 
 

The end consumers can easily identify the products that have been acquired by applying ecological 

agricultural practices and which have passed the conversion period, being visibly marked with the 

following elements of visual identity: 



 

 

Visual identity 

element 

Image model Additional indications 

The EU logo for 

ecological 

agriculture 

 

Along with this logo, it is mandatory to 

show the origin of the raw materials used: 

- EU Agriculture – if their origin is an MS 

territory 

- non-EU agriculture – if their origin is the 

territory of states outside the EU 

- EU/non-EU agriculture – if the origin is 

mixed 

It is also mandatory indicate the 

registration code assigned by the MARD to 

the CB that has issued the product 

certification.11 

 

The logo of Romania 

for ecological 

agriculture 

 

The logo of Romania for the EA is placed 

next to the EU logo. 

 

Labelling the ecological products must also include the list of ingredients used, respectively the 

percentage of ecological agricultural ingredients from the composition of the product. 

In the case of agricultural products under the conversion period, their labels cannot include either 

the logo of the EU or of Romania for the EA, but they can bear the name of “Product under 

conversion to ecological agriculture”.  

  

The use of the label is a key element for marketing and promoting the ecologically certified 

products. 

3. Analysis of the Situation of Traditional Agriculture in Dolj County; 
Potential Areas/ Groups of Products that can be Converted to Ecological 
Agriculture 

Dolj County is located in the south-western part of Romania, being one of the 5 counties of the 

South-West Oltenia Regional Development. It total area is of 7,414 km2 (approximately 3.12% of 

Romania’s area), and the landscape is characterised by low altitudes (the highest altitude is 325 m 

                                                           
11

 The EU logo can be used in case of the wine obtained from ecological grapes or in conversion, according to the EC Regulation no. 889/2008. 



in the North, on the border with Gorj County). The plain is the main form of landscape encountered 

in Dolj County, occupying approximately 47% of its territory. The climate of the county is of 

continental type, characterised by very hot summers and moderate winters.  

Figure no. 1 Population occupied in agriculture, forestry and fishing in Dolj County, between 

2014-2016 (thousands of people) 

 

Populatie ocupata in agricultura, 
silvicultura si pescuit  
Anul 2014  
Anul 2015  
Anul 2016  

Population occupied in 
agriculture, forestry and fishing 
Year 2014 
Year 2015 
Year 2016 

 

The geographical characteristics of Dolj County create a favourable context to carry out 

agricultural activities, agriculture otherwise being the economic sector in which more than 30% 

of the population occupied at county level operates, according to the statistical data of 2016. 

The number of people employed in this sector continuously decreases, reducing by 

approximately 25% between 2014 and 2016. 

 Source: NIS, TEMPO database, 2017 

  

 

3.1. Analysis of the Status of Traditional Agriculture in Dolj County  
 

 According to the data provided by CDA of Dolj County, in 2016, the total agricultural area of 

Dolj County was of 741,397 ha, of which 586,266 ha agricultural area. The arable area of the 

county was of 489,729 ha (83.5% of the total agricultural area), registering a slight increase of 

1,173 ha compared to 2014.  

 The total area cultivated has increased by 13.79% in 2016 compared to the value registered 

in 2014, respectively from 425,142 ha to 493,159 ha. Analysing the structure of the lands depending 

on the form of ownership, the cultivated land sunder the state’s property decreased by more than 

78% in 2016 compared to the period of 2014-2015, reaching 3,769 ha ; the increase of the 

cultivated area is mainly duet o the investments made by large investors in the agricultural sector 

by consolidating the lands, a conclusion supported by reducing the weights of the lands cultivated 

by individual agricultural exploitations in the total of areas cultivated in the private sector (70% in 

2014, 64% in 2016). 

Figure no. 2 The main cultivated crops The most extensive crops in Dolj County in 

between 2014 and 2016 are those of wheat, 

corn and sunflower. The cereal crops for 



 

Grâu - Wheat;  
Orz - Barley;  
Porumb boabe – Corn kernels;  
Floarea soarelui - Sunflower;  
Rapița - Rapeseed;  
Legume - Vegetables;  
Furaje verzi din... Green fodder of... - ;  
Furaje perene – Perennial fodders 
Anul 2014 – Year 2014;  
Anul 2015 – Year 2015;  
Anul 2016 – Year 2016. 

Source: NIS, TEMPO database, 2017 

grains (wheat, rye, corn, oats, barley) occupy 

almost 70% of the total area cultivated, 

followed by the crops of oil plants (sunflower, 

rapeseed, soybeans, flaxseed for oil) that 

cover approximately 23% of the total area 

cultivated.  

Vegetable crops occupy only 2.59% of the area cultivated in the Dolj County. The most impressive 

evolution between 2014 and 2016 was that of the crops of oil plants, particularly the rapeseed 

crops, doubling their area over 3 years. The soybean crops have also registered an impressive 

evolution reaching from 16 ha cultivated in 2014 to 2,523 ha in 2016. The tobacco crops are a 

potential of development, against the favourable climate of the county, registering an increase of 

145% of the area cultivated in 2016, compared to 2014. The feed and sorghum crops register a 

descending trend as of 2014, the area averagely decreasing by 40%. A positive element is the 

reduction of the unused arable land area by over 55% in the 3 years analysed.  

The agricultural production has increased in the case of cereal crops for grains by more than 10% in 

the period analysed, reaching 1,217,993 tons in 2016; the increase in the durum wheat production 

is particularly observed, which has almost tripled between 2014 and 2016, however remaining an 

insignificant proportion compared to the production of regular wheat. The barley production has 

increased by more than 76% over 3 years, based on the growth of areas cultivated with this 

product. The rapeseed production has increased by more than 174%, and the tobacco crops have 

registered a record production in 2016 of 681 t, compared to 117 t in the previous years. The most 

impressive evolution from a relative perspective is that of the soybean production: In 2014, 13 t 

were produced, and 4,994 t in 2016.  

Although the cultivated areas have increased, the production of corn and sunflower for grains did 

not have a positive evolution, due to the meteorological conditions in recent years, respectively 

the extreme weather phenomena (hail) and the lack of precipitations in the summer. The 

production of vegetables is on a descending trend, yet observing an increase of the production of 

vegetables in family gardens. 

Figure no. 3 The agricultural production for the main 

Watermelons and melons are among 



crops 

 

Grâu - Wheat;  
Porumb... – Corn... 
Floarea soarelui - Sunflower 
Legume - Vegetables 
Pepeni - Melons;  
Furaje... - Fodders... 
Furaje... – Fodders....  
Lucernă- Alfalfa. 
Anul 2014 – Year 2014 
Anul 2015 - Year 2015 
Anul 2016 - Year 2016. 
Source: NIS, TEMPO database, 2017 

the few vegetables (along with 

potatoes and eggplants) to have 

registered a positive evolution of the 

production between 2014 and 2016. 

Reducing the cultivated areas has led 

to a reduction of the feed production 

by almost 70%. The sorghum 

production has also steadily 

decreased during the analysis period. 

Between 2014 and 2016, the area of the vineyards has increased slightly, reaching 12,922 ha. Most 

of these areas are under the private ownership of the individual agricultural exploitations (94.8%), 

observing yet the same phenomenon as in the case of the area cultivated with crops and namely, 

the constant growth in recent years of the weight owned by large private investors who take the 

lands of the individual agricultural exploitations and combines them. 

Figure no. 4 – The total production of grapes 

 
Vii altoite pe rod – Fruit grafted vineyards  
Vii hibride pe rod –Fruit hybrid vineyards 
Struguri de masă – Table grapes 
Struguri de vin – Wine grapes 
Anul 2014 – Year 2014  
Anul 2015 - Year 2015  
Anul 2016 - Year 2016 
Source: NIS, TEMPO database, 2017 

Figure no. 5 – The average production of grapes 
per ha 

 
 
Vii altoite pe rod – Fruit grafted vineyards  
Vii hibride pe rod –Fruit hybrid vineyards 
Anul 2014 – Year 2014  
Anul 2015 - Year 2015  
Anul 2016 - Year 2016 
 
Source: NIS, TEMPO database, 2017 

 Between 2014 and 2016, the total production of grapes has registered a descending trend, 

even if the cultivated areas have extended. This is reflected in the decrease of the average 

production of grapes per hectare by more than 15% in 2016, compared to 2014. In terms of 



production, the negative evolution characterises mainly the wine grapes; in the case of table 

grapes, the production has increased from 404 t in 2014 to 438 t in 2016. According to the data 

provided by the CDA of Dolj County, a new, modern and competitive assortment of table grapes has 

been recently introduced into production12 with a productive potential to increase in the following 

years. 

The area planted with trees in the sector of Doj County is of 7,347 ha in 2016, according to the 

data provided by CDA of Dolj County, of which more than 2,000 ha are occupied by declining 

orchards, being aged and unprofitable plantations, which are subject to deforestations. Only 1,336 

ha (18.18% of the total area) are occupied by fruit orchards, most of the fruit area (3,899 ha) being 

classified into the category of “land under preparation”. In 2014, based on the EU funding 

opportunities, plantations have been set up for which the share is not with the traditional fruit 

varieties, but other varieties with a good market capitalisation. blueberry shrub, apple tree, 

raspberry, hazelnut-tree, sea buckthorn, peach-tree, etc.13 

 
Figure no. 6 Total production of fruit 

 
Prune – Plums 
Mere – Apples 
Pere – Pears 
Piersici – Peaches 
Cireșe și vișine – Cherries and sour cherries 
Caise și zarzăre – Apricots and wild apricots 
Nuci – Walnuts 
Fructe din... – Fruit of....   
Anul 2014 – Year 2014  
Anul 2015 – Year 2015  
Anul 2016 – Year 2016  

 
Source: NIS, TEMPO database, 2017 

Figure no.7 Average fruit production (kg/tree) 

 
Prune – Plums 
Mere – Apples 
Pere – Pears 
Piersici – Peaches 
Cireșe și vișine – Cherries and sour cherries 
Caise și zarzăre – apricots and wild apricots 
Nuci – Walnuts 
Fructe din... – Fruit of....   
Anul 2014 – Year 2014  
Anul 2015 – Year 2015  
Anul 2016 – Year 2016  

 
Source: NIS, TEMPO database, 2016 

 

2015 was unfavourable for the fruit sector, most of the tree species registering smaller productions 

compared to 2014. This is firstly due to the decrease of the number of fruit trees from 934,774 in 

2014 to 746,508 in 2015. The situation appears to recover as of 2016 when the number of fruit trees 

has increased up to 823,040, the value continuing to be smaller compared to 2014. The increase 

from the period of 2015/2016 is not yet attributable to individual agricultural exploitations, but to 
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private investors (from the increase of 79,277 fruit trees, only 2,182 trees are classified into 

individual agricultural exploitations).  

The fruit species that recorded the largest production drops in 2015 are: apples (-30%), nectarines 

(-54%), apricots and wild apricots (-26%). 2016 has been characterised by a slight recovery of fruit 

production, the most significant increase being that of plum production (+20%). The only fruit that 

had positive evolutions throughout the analysis period are: pears, peaches, fruit from family 

gardens.  The production drops in 2015 are due to the reduction of the number of fruit trees, not 

significantly influencing the average production of fruit (kg/tree). A positive evolution of the 

average production between 2014 and 2020 is recorded by the following types of fruit: plums, 

pears, peaches. The largest drops in the average production have been recorded for walnuts, 

apricots and wild apricots.  

By analysing the evolution of livestock in the Dolj County between 2014 and 2016, one may observe 

that, in general, they have remained relatively constant or have recorded slight drops. 

Figure no. 8 – Livestocks14 
 

 
Bovine – Cattle 
Vaci, bivolițe și... – Cows, bubaline and...  
Porcine – Swine 
Ovine – Sheep 
Caprine – Goats 
Cabaline – Horses 
Familii de albine – Bee families 
Anul 2014 – Year 2014  
Anul 2015 - Year 2015  
Anul 2016 - Year 2016  
Source: NIS, TEMPO database, 201715 
 

Figure no. 9 Animal agricultural production 
(variation %) 

 
Greutate bovine – Cattle weight 
Greutate porcine – Swine weight 
Greutate ovine și... – Weight of sheep and… 
Greutate păsări (în... – Poultry weight (in… 
Lapte vacă și... – Milk from cows and... 
Lână – Wool 
Ouă – Eggs 
Miere extrasă – Honey extracted 
Variatie 2015/2014 – Variation 2015 / 2014  
Variatie 2016/2015 – Variation 2016 / 2015  

Source: NIS, TEMPO database, 2017 

 “Birds” records the largest number of animal heads in Dolj County: 2,448,755 in 2014, 

2,128,360 in 2015 and 2,282,632 in 2016 (-6.78% compared to 2014). Between 2014 and 2016, 

increases of the livestock have been recorded for: cows, bubalina and heifers (+3.4%); goats 

(+4.85%); bee families (+2.83%). The most significant decrease in the number of animal heads in 

2016, compared to 2014 was recorded for rabbits (-70%). In 2015, horse stocks have recorded 

significant drops in 2015, but in 2016 they reached again the values of 2014. 

                                                           
14 The category of “birds” has been removed from the graphical representation, because its values were very high and determined the illegibility of the information for the 
remaining categories of animals. 
15 The data provided by the NIS do not coincide with the data provided by the MARD on the status of the apicultural sector. According to the data of the MARD, the number of 
bee families in Dolj County has been of 44,020 in 2015 and 91,899 in 2016 (source: http://www.madr.ro/programul-national-apicol/situatie-sector.html) 



 In terms of the animal agricultural production, this generally has a descending evolution in 

the case of most species of animals analysed. The only positive evolutions for the period between 

2014 and 2016 are recorded for bee families (+59.4%, 636 t honey in 2016), swine (+13.89%, 11.506 

t in 2016) and laying birds (+6.25%, 221 million eggs in 2016). In the case of bee families, the 

positive trend is generated first of all by the production of 2015, being almost double compared to 

that of 2014, under the conditions where the number of bee families has remained approximately 

the same.  

Figure no. 10 The value of the agricultural 

production by sectors (thousands of lei) 

 

Vegetală – Vegetal 
Animală - Animal 
Servicii agricole – Agricultural services 
Anul 2014 – Year 2014  
Anul 2015 – Year 2015  

Source: NIS, TEMPO database, 2017 

Even if the agricultural production of grain 

cereals for oil has increased significantly 

during the analysed period, its market 

capitalisation proved to be under the 

expectations. This phenomenon can be 

explained by the reduced capacity to 

process the agricultural goods, existing at 

the level of individual exploitations (most of 

them sell the raw products obtained from 

the agricultural activities) and through the 

low development level of the associative 

structures.  

 Generally, the unprocessed products have a much lower price and are purchased by foreign 

investors or large production companies, based on individual negotiations with agricultural 

producers – these purchases are concluded based on some generally smaller prices compared to the 

prices negotiated between the groups of producers and traders. 

Thus, small producers are disadvantaged as they do not benefit from a common representation in 

the negotiations with the processing companies, becoming competitors in the negotiations 

launched, and this determined a chain effect to decrease the price of products, sometimes also 

even under the actual costs borne for that production. The market value of the agricultural services 

provided in Dolj County has also dropped, representing in 2016 5.78% of the total calculated 

nationally. 

The quantity of chemical fertilizers used on the agricultural lands in Dolj County has increased by 

more than 11% between 2014 and 2016, particularly in 2015, in order to increase the resistance of 

crops under extreme weather conditions. On the other hand, the quantity of natural fertilizers 

reduced by a thirds during the same period. 

The area of the agricultural lands whereon the chemical fertilizers are applied has increased by 

more than 8%, while the area of the land whereon natural fertilizers are applied has reduced by 

approximately 5%. If in 2014, the average quantity of natural fertilizers applied per hectare was of 



18.87 t, in 2016, it halved (9.67 t/ha). In 2016, a quantity of potassium fertilizers 6 times bigger 

per 27,460 ha of agricultural land (compared to 7,526 ha in 2014).  

Figure no. 11 The amount of chemical and 
natural fertilisers used in agriculture 

 
Azotoase – Nitrous 
Fosfatice – Phosphatic 
Potasice – Potassium 
Naturale – Natural 
Anul 2014 – Year 2014  
Anul 2015 – Year 2015  
Anul 2016 – year 2016 
Source: NIS, TEMPO database, 2017 

Figure no. 12 The area of the lands whereon 
chemical and natural fertilisers were applied 

 
Azotoase – Nitrous 
Fosfatice – Phosphatic 
Potasice – Potassium 
Naturale – Natural 
Anul 2014 – Year 2014  
Anul 2015 – Year 2015  
Anul 2016 – year 2016 
Source: NIS, TEMPO database, 2017 

  

The evolution of the amount and areas whereon the pesticides have been applied is directly 

proportional. The amount of herbicides and the area where they are applied reduced in 2016 by 

approximately 30% compared to the values recorded in 2014. On the other hand, the insecticides 

and fungicides are used increasingly more often by farmers in Dolj County both in terms of quantity 

and in relation to the area whereon they are applied. The average amount of insecticides applied/ 

ha has increased by almost 25% in 3 years. 

Figure no. 13 The amount of pesticides 
applied in agriculture (t) 

 
Azotoase – Nitrous 
Fosfatice – Phosphatic 
Potasice – Potassium 
Naturale – Natural 
Anul 2014 – Year 2014  
Anul 2015 – Year 2015  
Anul 2016 – year 2016  
Source: NIS, TEMPO database, 2017 

Figure no. 14 The area of the lands whereon 
pesticides were applied (ha) 

 
Azotoase – Nitrous 
Fosfatice – Phosphatic 
Potasice – Potassium 
Naturale – Natural  
Anul 2014 – Year 2014  
Anul 2015 - Year 2015  
Anul 2016 - Year 2016  

 
Source: NIS, TEMPO database, 2017 

 



3.2. Potential Areas/ Groups of Products that can be Converted to Ecological 

Agriculture  
 

The conversion to ecological agriculture involves going through a specific process depending on the 

activity carried out and the fulfilment of some conditions that demonstrate attention given to the 

protection of the environment and end consumer of the product. The pedological and climatic 

conditions of the Dolj County have enabled the development of ecological agriculture by the 

following main directions:  

 field crops – particularly cereals for grains (wheat, corn), oil plants (sunflower and 

rapeseed) and alfalfa; 

 fruit growing – particularly apple-trees; 

 zootechnics – particularly apiculture (bee breeding).  

More information on ecological agriculture in Dolj County may be consulted in Chapter 4.  

 In terms of the areas that could go through the conversion process as easily as possible, the 

areas whereon natural fertilisers have been applied can be taken into account first, respectively 

3,460 ha in 2016. However, the information provided by the documents and data sources analysed 

cannot confirm the exclusive use of certain types of fertilisers on various areas, so that the 

information shown are only indicative estimations.   

 In 2016, the areas registered in the ecological agriculture represented only 0.21% of the 

total area cultivated in Dolj County (1,070 ha registered in the ecological agriculture, 493,159 ha of 

total cultivated area). The conventional areas cultivated with wheat, corn, sunflower and rapeseed 

occupied in 2016 approximately 80% of the total area cultivated in the Dolj County, actually 

representing the main types of field crops that can be exploited through ecological practices in Dolj 

County. 

 Thus, ecological agriculture currently remains an asset not exploited in the Dolj County, but 

with an exponential development potential under the conditions of information and appropriate 

support of agricultural producers.  

 
4. Analysis of the Ecological Agriculture System in Dolj County; Statistical 
Information on Operators registered in the Ecological Agriculture System 
and the Situation of the Ecologically Certified Areas 

The analysis of ecological agriculture in Dolj County was carried out based on the main 

sources of information: 

- in the annual activity reports of the CDA of Dolj County  

- database regarding the operators certified in the ecological agriculture published annually 

on the website of MARD, the database with the producers of seeds and vegetative 

propagation material for the ecological agriculture, etc. 

- questionnaires applied to the operators certified in the field of ecological agriculture 



- interviews carried out with key actors in the field of ecological agriculture 

 

4.1. Analysis of the Ecological Agriculture System in Dolj County 
According to the list of control bodies approved by the MARD16, only one CB has its 

headquarters in Dolj County and in the South-western Oltenia Region, namely the ROMANIAN 

MOVEMENT FOR QUALITY, RO-ECO-023. 

  

As a structure responsible in the field of technical inspections, the CDA has responsibilities 

on the audit of the CB for the activity carried out in the previous year and the supervision of their 

activity. The supervision controls aim at the assessment on site, at operators of the CB who are 

under contract and chosen randomly, aiming at the efficiency of the approved activity of the CB. 

According to the data available on the website of the MARD, between 2014 and 2016, a total 

of 170 certifications have been issued within Dolj County: 54 in 2014, 59 in 2015 and 56 in 2016. It 

is observed that the number of certificates issued/renewed at county level varied slightly between 

2014 and 2016. According to the data provided by the CDA of Dolj County in 2017, the situation 

registered a positive evolution in the first 6 months of the year operating 74 certified operators. 

According to the data published by the CDA17, 50 inspections have been carried out in 2014 at 

economic operators, which resulted in finding that two economic agents were using chemical 

fertilizers and herbicides in the ecological agriculture system: one economic agent has been 

sanctioned with a warning and another withdrew from the ecological agriculture. 

In Dolj County, the main types of ecologically certified products are: apicultural products 

(honey), cereal crops for grains (wheat and corn), plant crops for oil (sunflower), the plant crops 

for fodder (alfalfa). In Dolj County, there is a small number of ecologically certified operators to 

breed livestock animals and for unprocessed animal products (4 in 2017, 2 in 2015-2016 and 5 in 

2014). All operators between 2015 and 2016 ecologically certified to breed livestock animals during 

the conversion period; the most common animal product supplied, in conversion to ecological 

agriculture, was milk – as of 2017, there are 2 operators in conversion that supply fresh eggs of 

laying hens. 

The origin and quality of the propagation material consist in the key elements for the 

agricultural productivity and for verifying the compliance with the requirements specific to 

ecological agriculture. Nationally, there are only 4 companies authorised by the TIQSPM to supply 

seeds and propagation material usable in ecological agriculture. Two of them are located in the 

southern part of the country (Bucharest and Calarasi County) and two in the North (in Suceava and 

Cluj counties).  

The analysis of the agriculture system in Dolj County was done also via an extensive 

investigation among the operators registered in ecological agriculture and among the key actors for 

developing and supporting this sector. Thus, questionnaires have been used for more than 70% of 
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 http://www.madr.ro/agricultura-ecologica/organisme-de-control-aprobate.html 
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 Activity report for 2014, http://www.oltenasul.ro/directia-pentru-agricultura-judeteana-dolj-raport-de-activitate-anul-
2014/ 



the operators reported to be registered in ecological agriculture in 2017, in Dolj County (50 

questionnaires).  

3 interviews with representatives of the following organisations have also been carried out: 

 LAG Colinele Olteniei (beneficiary of projects for training farmers) 

 The Dolj County Department of Agriculture (the institution in charge with the management 

of the ecological agriculture system in Dolj County) 

 Romanian Movement for Quality (RMQ) 

The main results obtained after processing the answers to the questionnaires and interviews 

are shown below. 

From a demographic point of view, most of the respondents to the questionnaire are men 

ranging the age group of 40 and 49. The next group of representative age for respondents is 30-39. 

In terms of the level of education, most of the respondents (55%) have completed undergraduate 

studies, and 31% of the respondents have completed secondary education. 

Figure no. 1 Legal status of respondents  

 

- Persoana fizica autorizata = Certified natural person 
- Întreprindere individuala = Individual enterprise 
- Întreprindere familiala = family enterprise 
- Societate agricola = Agricultural company 
- SRL = Limited liability company 
- Fara personalitate juridical = No legal personality 

Figure. no. 2 Field of ecological certification 

 

- Cresterea animalelor exclusiv apicultura = Animal 
husbandry, apiculture excluded  
- Apicultura = Apiculture 
- Culturi de camp/produse vegetale = Field crops/plant 
products 
- Faneata si/sau pasune = Meadow and/or pasture 

Source: Processing the data collected by the team carrying out the survey, 2017 

All respondents classify into the category of producers, only one respondent being authorised 

both for production and marketing. The main activity certified ecologically is apiculture (60% of the 

respondents), followed by vegetal production (31%).  

According to the information collected, the main reason that determined the producers to 

classify into the field of ecological agriculture, indicated by more than 50% of the respondents, is 

the higher price of certified products and increase in the demand on the market for these products 

to the detriment of those originating from conventional agriculture. A significant percentage of 

respondents (30%) has also indicated the environmental sustainability and improvement of 

consumers’ health as being the main reasons underlying the decision to classify into ecological 

agriculture. Other motivations shown were the continuation of the activities and family businesses 

or safety of incomes from annual payments collected as subsidies - 38% of the respondents benefit 

from such payments, but theoretically all operators carrying out ecologically certified activities 

could submit requests for payment in order to obtain the subsidies granted by APIA. 



Regarding the information channels preferred by the producers registered in ecological 

agriculture, the online provides most information, especially the websites of the public institutions 

involved in the management of the ecological agriculture system: MARD and CDA. 

These two institutions are consulted also by 

going to their headquarters and asking 

questions to the specialised personnel, but 

in a smaller percentage compared to the 

online information. Other potential sources 

of information consulted by producers are 

the specialised publications or the 

certification body. Another important 

source of information is also represented by 

the community of producers registered in 

the field of ecological agriculture, 

respectively the transfer of knowledge and 

good practices between the certified 

operators. 

Figure no. 17 Sources of information on ecological 

agricultural practices 

 

Grupuri de 
producatori/cooperative 

Groups of 
producers/cooperatives 

Organismul de certificare Certification body 

Alti agricultori certificati Other certified farmers 

Institutii publice (Ministerul 
Agriculturii si Dezvoltarii 
Rurale, Directia pentru 
Agricultura Judeteana) – 
deplasare la sediul ... 

Public institutions (Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural 
Development, County 
Directorate for Agriculture) – 
trip to the headquarter...  

Publicatii scrise (ziare, 
brosuri, etc.) 

Written publications 
(newspapers, brochures, etc.) 

Televizor (emisiuni) TV (shows) 

Website-urile institutile 
publice (Ministerul Agriculturii 
si Dezvoltarii Rurale, Directia 
pentru Agircultura Judeteana) 

Websites of public institutions 
(Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development, County 
Directorate for Agriculture) 

 

 

The results of the questionnaires regarding the potential sources of information are 

confirmed by conclusions drawn after carrying out interviews with the key actors. Additionally, the 

website of APIA and the courses by agricultural topics organised in CDA have also been indicated as 

potential sources of information. 

Correct and complete information is a very important element, both for maintaining and 

perpetuating the ecological agricultural practices, and for attracting new operators into the 

system. For those farmers wishing to start the conversion to ecological agriculture, the essential 

information is that related to legislative requirements in the field, technologies and classical and 

innovative practices, the average price for selling the products, the amount of the compensatory 

payments on the area granted by APIA. For certified farmers, the essential information refer to any 

changes or updates of the requirements regarding the agricultural practices applied, innovative 

technologies and agricultural practices to grow the production, potential markets for selling the 

products. 

It is required to implement additional actions to inform farmers in the rural environment, 

who are not near a city or municipality, regarding the ecological agricultural practices, as the 

physical distance to the headquarters of the institutions (CDA, APIA) and CB hampers their access 

to direct information or written publications, the only sources of information being the online ones. 



It should be taken into account that the number of computer and internet users is still low (under 

50% of the total population), particularly in the rural environment, where the population is old and 

has no skills in this regard18. Besides, according to the information provided by the respondents to 

interviews, the main difficulty encountered by the operators in the conversion to ecological 

agriculture is the lack of information on essential topics such as: the legislation applicable in the 

field, the list of requirements to be met, the list of documents required and the way of filling them 

out/obtaining them. This situation affects the development of the sector in Dolj County, the 

number of operators who request the acquirement/renewal of the certification remaining constant 

or with insignificant annual variations. 

Prior to the registration in ecological agriculture, most of the respondents have been 

involved in conventional agriculture – 74%. Most of them have indicated the fact that the incomes 

acquired from ecological agriculture are roughly equal to or higher than those they have acquired 

from conventional agricultural. 

Less than 25% of the respondents have reported a drop of the incomes after implementing 

the ecological agricultural practices. The drops in the incomes are most likely to occur due to the 

interruption of using the chemical fertilizers or pesticides/insecticides, which can determine a drop 

of the production during the period of accommodation to natural environmental conditions and 

ecological techniques. 

 

 

Figure no. 18 The comparative evolution of incomes at 

the level of respondents who previously carried out 

conventional agricultural activities 

 

Figure no. 19 The evolution of incomes at the level of 

respondents who have not carried out previously any 

conventional agricultural activities 

 

Veniturile s-au redus cu peste 
50% 

The incomes reduced by more 
than 50% 

Exista pierderi dar acestea 
sunt compensate total prin 
platile pe suprafata primite 

There are losses, but they are 
fully compensated by the 
payments by area received 

Veniturile s-au diminuat intre 
25-50% 

The incomes reduced between 
25-50% 

Exista pierderi dar acestea 
sunt compensate partial prin 
platile pe suprafata primite 

There are losses but they are 
partially compensated through 
the payments by area 
received 

Veniturile s-au diminuat cu 
mai putin de 25% 

The incomes reduced by less 
than 25% 

Veniturile si cheltuielile sunt 
relativ egale 

The incomes and expenses are 
relatively equal 

Veniturile au ramas constante The incomes remained 
constant 

Veniturile sunt mai mari fata 
de cheltuieli 

The incomes are greater than 
the expenses 
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Veniturile au crescut The incomes increased   

 

Source: Processing the data collected by the team carrying out the survey, 2017 

The average period of conversion calculated for the sample of respondents was 1.6 years, 

this value being a relatively low one. It should however be taken into account that most of the 

respondents are apicultural producers, whose minimum period of conversion is on average 1-2 

years, compared to the field crop producers whose period of conversion is on average 2-3 years. 

According to the answers received, the longest period of conversion was 3 years (for plant 

products); there have also been cases when it was not required to go through a period of 

conversion, producers directly obtaining the ecological certification, respectively in the case of 

beekeepers who have started their activity by purchasing ecologically certified hives. 

The costs determined by switching to the ecological agricultural practices have been 

indicated to be the main difficulty encountered by producers during the conversion period (43% of 

the respondents), followed by the costs required to maintain those practices (23% of the 

respondents). 

Other difficulties encountered are the lack of qualified personnel (12% of the respondents), 

insufficient information on the ecological agricultural practices that should be applied (13% of the 

respondents) and the complexity of the legislation and applicable rules (9% of the respondents). 

 

 

Figure no. 20 The main difficulties encountered during the conversion 

to ecological agriculture  

 

Source: Processing the data collected by the team carrying out the 

survey, 2017 

A number of specific 

encountered issues have been 

indicated, such as the weather 

and environmental conditions 

that have affected the 

production quality and 

quantity, difficulty of acquiring 

ecologically certified seeds, as 

well as the contamination of 

exploitations by other non-

certified producers near the 

areas under conversion. 

 

Costuri ridicate necesare 
pentru indeplinirea initiala a 
conditiilor 

High costs required for the 
initial fulfilment of conditions 

Costuri ridicate implicate de 
mentinerea conditiilor pentru 
obtinerea certificarii 

High costs involved by 
maintaining the conditions for 
acquiring the certification 

Lipsa de personal calificat 
pentru desfasurarea 
activitatilor 

Lack of qualified personnel to 
carry out the activities 

Legislatie si reguli dificil de 
inteles si de aplicat 

Legislation and rules that are 
difficult to understand and 
apply 



Informatii insuficiente privind 
metodele si practicile ce pot fi 
aplicate 

Insufficient information on the 
methods and practices that can 
be applied 

 

However, more than 40% of the respondents do not have information on the existing 

collaboration opportunities, and the average level of information regarding the activity of the 

groups of producers is of 6.82 (1 – very little information; 10 - very detailed information), which 

confirms the necessity to increase the level of information on the partnerships and collaborations 

among the ecological operators to create and develop the supply chain and for advantageously 

trading the ecologically certified products.  

Figure no. 21 Participation of operators registered in 

ecological agriculture into groups of producers 

 

Figure no. 22 Level of information regarding the 

existing collaboration opportunities 

 

Inscrisi intr-un grup de 
producatori 

Registered in a group of 
producers 

Detin informatii privind 
oportunitatile de 
colaborare 

They have the information 
on the collaboration 
opportunities 

Neinscrisi, dar doresc sa se 
inscrie in viitor 

Not registered, but are 
willing to register in the 
future 

Nu detin informatii privind 
oportunitatile de 
colaborare 

They do not have 
information on the 
collaboration opportunities 

Neinscrisi, nu doresc astfel 
de colaborari 

Not registered, not 
wanting such 
collaborations 

  

 

The insufficient development of the associative environment in Dolj County, especially that 

specific to ecological agriculture, has also been highlighted in the answers to the interviews carried 

out with key actors - in Dolj County there is currently only one organisation of producers, which is 

in the field of apiculture. The actions proposed to increase the level of association involves both to 

increase the level of information and awareness regarding the advantages of the association, and 

granting some financial incentives to participate within the chains of producers and create 

wholesale markets to sell the products locally. 

In terms of the collaboration with the CB, most of the respondents have indicated a very 

good collaboration relationship with it, a matter also confirmed by the rating assigned to the 

quality of the inspection and certification process – 9.56 (1 – low quality; 10 = high quality). 



The recommendations provided 

by the respondents to facilitate 

the process of conversion and 

maintaining the ecological 

certification refer mainly to 

actions that can be adopted 

nationally, such as the increase 

in the value of the subsidies 

granted or administrative 

simplification of the certification 

process (reduction of the 

bureaucracy).  

Figure no. 23 Recommendations to facilitate the process of conversion 
and of maintaining the ecological certification 

 
Source: Processing the data collected by the team carrying out the 

survey, 2017 

 

Furnizarea de facilitati pentru 
dezvoltarea pietei locale a produselor 
ecologice 

Supply of facilities to develop the 
local market of ecological products 

Cresterea gradului de informare a 
agricultorilor privind practicile 
agricole ecologice (reguli, beneficii, 
etc.) 

Increase in the degree of informing 
the farmers on the ecological 
agricultural practices (rules, benefits, 
etc.) 

Dezvoltarea serviciilor de sprijin 
gratuite pentru agricultorii certificati 
(cursuri, consiliere, etc.) 

Development of free support services 
for certified farmers (courses, 
counselling, etc.) 

Cresterea gradului de informare a 
consumatorilor finali beneficiile 
produselor ecologice 

Increase in the degree of informing 
the end consumers about the benefits 
of ecological products 

Cresterea sprijinului financiar sub 
forma de subventii si facilitarea 
relatiei cu institutiile bancare 

Increase in the financial support as 
subsidies and facilitating the 
relationship with banking institutions 

Simplificarea legislatiei, a 
procedurilor administrative si a 
regulilor aplicabile 

Simplification of legislation, 
administrative procedures and 
applicable rules 

 

The value increase of the compensatory payments is a recommendation provided also by the 

respondents to the interviews carried out. Other recommendations refer to the implementation of 

some marketing actions for the ecological products, in order to raise the awareness of end 

consumers regarding the benefits of ecological products and development of free support services 

for the certified operators or for operators that are in the conversion period by organising courses 

or providing specialised counselling. 

4.2. Statistical Information on Operators Registered in the Ecological Agriculture System 

and Situation of Ecologically Certified Areas  
 

The statistical analysis of the situation of operators registered into the ecological 

agriculture system was done based on the information published on the website of MARD regarding 

the certificates issued by the CB between 2014 and 2016. All the certificates issued between 2014 

and 2016 have been consulted and centralised for the operators who were operating in Dolj County 

in the field of ecological agriculture. 

Tabel nr. 1 Number of ecologically certified operators in Dolj County between 2014 and 201619 

                                                           
19 Compared to the information provided by the CDA of Dolj County in the annual reports of activity related to the years 2015 and 2016, differences have 
been observed regarding the number of certified operators. According to the CDA of Dolj County: 
- In 2015, there have been 61 operators and one trader 
- In 2016, there have been 63 operators, one trader and one processor 



 

Types of ecologically certified operators Year 2014 Year 2015 Year 2016 

Producer 52 57 54 

Trader 2 2 1 

Processor 0 1 1 

Source: processing of MARD data, 2017 

Most of the ecologically certified operators functioning in Dolj County are registered in the 

category of producers. Between 2015 and 2016, one company was certified to process agricultural 

products such as cereals for grains and oil plants; it also had certification to market ecological 

products. In the first 6 months of 2017, a single trader of ecological products was registered and no 

ecologically certified processor.  

A tendency to stabilise the activities of producers is observed, as well as an increase of the 

level of awareness in relation to the production typology that is most suitable for the market 

conditions, also considering the requirements that should be met for the classification into the 

sector of ecological agriculture.  

Tabel nr. 2 Types of activities/ products registered in the ecological agriculture in Dolj County between 2014 

and 201620 

Types of activities/ products  Number of producers 

Year 2014 Year 2015 Year 2016 

Field crops / Plant products 38 42 35 

Animal husbandry, apiculture excluded  6 2 2 

Apiculture  8 15 20 

Meadow and/or pasture 1 0 0 

Source: Processing of MARD data, 2017 

It may be noticed that beekeeping is an activity with great potential for development, the 

number of certified operators almost tripled over 3 years. This evolution is due to the request for 

honey existing on the community market, Romania being able to become an important supplier of 

this product. The melliferous specificity of Dolj County is the acacia honey and sunflower and 

rapeseed honey. The apicultural activities in the county are also supported by the Apis Oltenia 

Association, being the only apicultural associative form existing in the county. In Dolj County, there 

are apicultural cooperatives, groups of producers or trading companies that would purchase or 

process honey, these operating however in the neighbouring counties (Olt, Gorj, Vâlcea). According 

                                                                                                                                                                                                      
For 2014, there are not data provided regarding this matter in the Activity Report of the CDA of Dolj County. The differences may appear as a result of the 
fact that a certificate can be reported in two consecutive years without renewal (the validity period is not the calendar, but it starts on the date of issuing 
the certificate). In the analysis presented in the survey, the number of operators who obtained their certification in a certain year was quantified, 
regardless of the validity period of the certification. 
Taking into account the fact that in the Activity Reports of the CDA of Dolj County no other significant details are provided regarding the ecological 
agriculture in the Dolj County, the analysis included in this survey is based on the public information existing on the website of the MARD, providing a level 
of detail that is enough to substantiate the conclusions included in the survey. 
20 Informațiile cuprinse în tabel se referă exclusiv la producătorii înregistrați în agriculta ecologică, în județul Dolj 



to the data provided by the CDA of Dolj County, in the first half of 2017, the number of beekeepers 

registered in the ecological agriculture has doubled compared to 2016, reaching the value of 40.  

The number of ecologically certified operators for zootechnical activities and products 

(beekeeping and honey products excluded) decreased during the analysed period. However, most of 

the producers who gave up on renewing the certification had a very small number of animal heads 

(maximum 8), the certification costs probably being too high compared to the value of the 

marketed production. 

Field crops and plant products vary from one year to another in terms of the registered producers, 

without demonstrating a certain evolutionary trend. 

Depending on the agricultural practices used, the agricultural production can be: conventional; in 

conversion to ecological agriculture; ecological. 

Figure no. 24 The evolution of the number of activities/ 

products by status in Dolj County, between 2014 and 

2016 

 

- Anul 2014 = Year 2014 
- Anul 2015 = Year 2015  
- Anul 2016 = Year 2016 
- Ecologic = Ecological 
- Conversie = Conversion 

Source: Processing of MARD data, 2017 

Figure no. 25 The evolution of the number of 

operators by status in Dolj County, between 2014 

and 2016 

 

- Anul 2014 = Year 2014 
- Anul 2015 = Year 2015  
- Anul 2016 = Year 2016 
- Ecologic = Ecological 
- Conversie = Conversion 
-Ecologic si conversie = Ecological and conversion 

Source: Processing of MARD data, 2017 

The number of operators who have acquired the status of “ecological” has increased 

constantly between 2014 and 2016, based on the completion of the conversion periods started 

previously. However, the number of ecologically certified products has dropped between 2015 and 

2016 compared to the values of 2014; this phenomenon can be explained by reducing the average 

number of ecologically certified products to the level of just one producer: 2.14 products/ 

producer in 2014 compared to 1.2 products/producer in 2015, respectively 1.17 in 2016. Thus, the 

progressive increase in the level of specialisation of the ecological farmers in Dolj County. Another 

relevant conclusion refers to how activities are planned at the level of certified operators: if in 

2014, approximately 27% of the registered operators were operating in parallel activities related to 

ecological products and/or in the conversion period and/or conventional products (combinations of 

two products classified into distinct categories), in 2016 only 10% of the producers were still using 

these combined methods, but there being only combinations of ecological products and products in 

the conversion period (no producer registered in the ecological agriculture had conventional 



activities/products anymore). Last but not least, one may observe a decrease both in the number 

of products/activities and in the number of operators classified in the conversion period in 2016. 

This evolution is determined mainly by the completion of the conversion periods and by the 

acquirement of the “ecological” status by various operators. 

Figure no. 26 The situation of renewing the 

certifications in ecological agriculture, in Dolj 

County, between 2014 and 2016 

 

Operatori noi = New operators  
Operatori care si-au reinnoit certificarea = Operators who 
renewed their certification 
Operatori care nu si-au reinnoit certificarea – Operators who 
did not renew their certification  

Source: Processing of MARD data, 2017 

By nominally analysing the operators certified in 

ecological agriculture in Dolj County, it was 

possible to quantify the number of operators 

who have maintained or given up on renewing 

the certification in the time horizon analysed. 

Thus, one may observe that most operators tend 

to renew their certification at least once (70%) 

before taking into account the withdrawal from 

ecological agriculture. However, in 2016, only 

55% of the operators certified in 2014 were still 

registered in the field of ecological agriculture. 

One may also observe that the number of operators who decide to no longer renew the 

certification increases progressively, and the number of new operators drops. The first half of 2017 

is however a positive context, an important increase being registered for the total number of 

operators – 74 operators registered in ecological agriculture. 

According to the analysis presented previously, between 2014 and 2016, most operators 

certified in ecological agriculture were carrying out activities related to the plant production and 

field crops. 

Figure no. 27 The total area certified (ha) for field 

crops/plant products in Dolj County, between 2014 and 

2016 

 

- Anul 2014 = Year 2014 
- Anul 2015 = Year 2015  
- Anul 2016 = Year 2016 
- Suprafete certificate (ha) = Certified areas (ha) 

Figure no. 28 The total area certified (ha) depending 

on the ecological status in Dolj County, between 2014 

and 2016 

 

- Anul 2014 = Year 2014 
- Anul 2015 = Year 2015  
- Anul 2016 = Year 2016 
- Conversie = Conversion 



 -Ecologic = Ecological 
Source: Processing of MARD data, 2017 

However, the total area certified has significant variations during this period, 2015 being 

characterised by doubling the certified area compared to 2014 (1,955 ha), and 2016 by returning to 

a value similar to that of the areas certified in 2014 (1,070 ha). From the perspective of the types 

of crops and plant products, alfalfa is the main crop among the areas undergoing the conversion 

period, and the wheat, corn and sunflower crops are the main ecologically certified areas 

throughout the analysed period. In 2016, one observes a diversification of the products registered 

in ecological agriculture, the operators choosing crops and groups of products traded on 

(particularly external) niche markets, such as: lavender, blueberries, buckthorn, soybeans. There 

are also ecologically certified fruit (apples, pears, grapes) producers in Dolj County, but the areas 

involved are very low – the fruit sector is generally a low level of attractiveness for farmers, most 

probably due to the long period since planting/sowing until the orchards start fruiting.  

Regarding the ecological agricultural practices in the zootechnical sector in Dolj County, 

they are especially represented in apiculture. During the analysed period, the number of producers 

certified for animal husbandry (excluding bees) has dropped between 2015 and 2016, only 2 

producers existing with such a certification for milk production, originating from ecological 

agriculture – they totalled 350 heads of animals (sheep and goats). The ecologically certified 

beekeepers in Dolj County keep both bee families and swarms and queen bees21.  

 
Figure no. 29 The number of animal heads in the 

ecologically certified apiculture in Dolj County, 

between 2014 and 2016 

 

- Anul 2014 = Year 2014 
- Anul 2015 = Year 2015 
- Anul 2016 = Year 2016 
- Familii de albine = Bee families 
- Roiuri de albine = Bee swarms 
- Matci albine = Queen bees 

Figure no. 30 The number of animal heads in the 

ecologically certified apiculture in Dolj County, between 

2014 and 2016  

 

- Conversie = Conversion 
- Ecologic = Ecological 
- Familii de albine = Bee families 
- Roiuri de albine = Bee swarms 
- Matci albine = Queen bees 
  Source: Processing of MARD data, 2017 

Most beekeepers registered in ecological agriculture in Dolj County have already acquired 

the certification of ecological product. The increasingly higher interest of beekeepers to grow 

queen bees ecologically is observed, representing a distinct product that can be marketed, besides 

honey and the wax produced by the hive. The marketing price of a queen bee is higher than the 

                                                           
21 The certificates issued in 2014 did not include differentiations between the bee families, swarms and queen bees. This 
information is available as of 2015.  



price of a kg of ecologically certified honey. One can observe the increase in the number of 

swarms, being a positive element that shall determine the further increase of the number of bee 

families and productivity – the number of swarms and queen bees doubled over a year (annual 

variation 2015/2016). The number of bee families reduced however by over 40% between 2014 and 

2016. Thus, the number of bee families registered in ecological agriculture represented in 2016 

only 6% of the total number of bee families in Dolj County. The main products marketed by the 

beekeepers registered in ecological agriculture are: the acacia honey, polyfloral honey, linden 

honey, honeydew honey, pollen, propolis, wax cap and building frame. 

 

4.3. Ecological Agriculture Related Services  
 

The activities of research, services for supplying the propagating material or counselling 

services addressed to operators to support the agricultural exploitation management are considered 

ecological agriculture related services.  

The following can be considered in the category of auxiliary activities for the plant 

production: ploughing and harrowing the agricultural land according to the Good Agricultural and 

Environmental Conditions (GAEC), renting the equipment/machines and contracting operators 

specialised to use them, installing and maintaining the irrigation systems, services of land 

preparation, pest control, deforestation of lands for agricultural use, cleaning and/or tree grafting, 

etc. The following can be considered in the category of auxiliary services for the animal 

production: animal care services, animal reproduction services, services for cleaning the housing 

space for animals, etc. The following can be included into the category of services related to post-

harvesting activities: cooling and packaging of plant/fruit products in batches for transportation to 

the processor, drying of cereals and preparing the tobacco leaves, etc. The following can be 

included into the category of services related to preparing the seeds for sowing: seed processing for 

propagation, seed drying and sorting, etc. 

According to the data available from online sources22, the following are registered in Dolj 

County: 

- 158 companies with the main activity NACE 0161 (78 active in 201523) 

- 5 companies with the main activity NACE 0163 (3 active in 2015) 

- 3 companies with the main activity NACE 0163 (0 active in 2015) 

- 1 company with the main activity NACE 0164 (1 active in 2015) 

In 2015, the local active units that provided agriculture related services represented 17% of 

the total of active units in the agricultural sector24. Their number reduced by 7 units in 2015, 

compared to 2014. One may observe that the auxiliary activity represented best in Dolj County is 

that related to plant production, otherwise being the main agricultural branch in the county.  

The research activities can also be considered to be agriculture related services, in under 

the conditions of using the results of the research in the current production within the ecologically 

                                                           
22 www.firme.info 
23 According to the data provided by the NIS, the TEMPO database, Indicator INT101U local units active at the level of NACE classes Rev.2 
24 According to the data provided by the NIS, the TEMPO database, Indicator INT101U local units active at the level of NACE classes Rev.2 



certified agricultural exploitations. Two research-development units subordinated to AAFS operate 

in Dolj County, organised as research stations: SCDA Şimnic and the Research-Development Station 

for Crop of Plants on Sands (RDSCPS) of Dabuleni. The main activity of ARDS of Şimnic is the activity 

of research on the improvement of cereals, new technologies of plant crops, animal (cattle) 

husbandry techniques. ARDS of Şimnic is certified as ecological operator for the production of 

wheat, cameline, corn, pea and sunflower on an area of 9.69 ha; thus, the ARDS of Simnic has the 

potential to ensure part of the demand of ecological sowing material in Dolj County. RDSCPS of 

Dăbuleni could support the operators registered in ecological agriculture by providing information 

on the new cultivation technologies or pest control techniques using the means allowed by the 

ecological agriculture related regulations and requirements. The transfer of technology and 

dissemination of the agricultural research results are carried out by the territorial organisations of 

the MARD (CDA) by means of events organised locally or information materials distributed for free 

to farmers or interested individuals. 

According to the answers collected in the questionnaires applied among the operators 

registered in ecological agriculture in Dolj County, the level of information among them regarding 

the related services is very low – the average of the qualifications assigned is 2.86 (on a scale from 

1 to 10, 1 = very little information, 10 = very detailed information). 

 

 

 

 

5. Analysis of the Level of Training of the Personnel in the Field of 
Ecological Agriculture in Dolj County 

Vocational training services on ecological agriculture specific topics may be provided both 

by public institutions and private operators. As a result of restructuring and reorganising the CDA 

according to Law no. 157/2016, they have taken over and integrated a number of additional tasks, 

also about training and vocational training of farmers. Thus, according to the Rules of Organisation 

and Operation of the CDA entered into force as of 15.12.2016, the Service for the Implementation 

of Policies, Strategies in Agriculture and Food Industry, Agricultural Consultancy and Vocational 

Training has been created. Several departments operate within this service, including the 

Department for Vocational Training, Promotion and Project Development the main tasks of which 

are to continuously train, inform and vocationally train farmers, depending on the needs identified 

in the territory and on the requests of the MARD. Specialised consultancy services are also provided 

through this department, which are addressed to the farmers who wish to access non-reimbursable 

funds for preparing projects, requests for payments or business plans. According to the MARD Order 

no. 43/2017, the services for vocationally training the farmers are not free, but involve the 

payment of participation fee: 150 lei/participant for the 40 hour courses regarding the 

management of agricultural exploitation – ecological agriculture, environmental protection; 400 



lei/ participant for vocational 360 hour courses. The consultancy services to access non-

reimbursable funds are also paid, either based on a fixed amount, or based on a percentage applied 

to the total amount of the funding requested. Previously, these responsibilities were attributed to 

the County Agricultural Chambers and local centres of agricultural consultancy, being closed down 

as of 2016, and the specialised personnel being reclassified into the specific departments created 

recently within the CDA. According to the activity report of the Agricultural Chamber of Dolj 

County for 201425, in 2014 it organised 10 NCA authorised courses attended by farmers of Dolj 

County, for the following qualifications: beekeeper (4 courses), vegetable farmer (4 courses), 

animal husbandry worker (1 course), worker in plant cultivation (1 course). In 2014, the AC of Dolj 

County has organised agricultural training courses that aimed at the following topics: 

ecoconditionality rules, the code of good agricultural practices, climate changes, the nitrate action 

plan, NRDP 2014-2020, the management and marketing in agricultural exploitations, agricultural 

technologies, community agricultural policies, agricultural legislation. 400 participants attended 

these agricultural training courses. No information regarding the vocational training activities 

carried out are provided in the activity report for 2015 of the AC Dolj. According to the activity 

report of the CDA Dolj, no vocational training activities or training for farmers in Dolj County were 

carried out in 2016 – the new rules of organisation and operation came into force however in 

December 2016, there being no enough time to organise such activities by the end of the year. 

According to the Activity Report of the MARD26, courses have been organised in 2016 for the 

beneficiaries of compensatory payments in the action 11 – Ecological Agriculture (NRDP 2014 – 

2020) regarding the minimum mandatory elements specified in the sheet of the action – there is 

however no situation in Dolj County, only the total number of participants being indicated 

nationally – 4,594 beneficiaries. It is important to specify that the action 11 in the NRDP 2014-2020 

that aims at the compensatory payments to the ecologically certified operators or during the 

conversion period can be accessed only by the beneficiaries who prove they have relevant 

knowledge and information or the technical expertise required to implement the commitment. 

Thus, the beneficiaries are forced to participate prior to or after receiving the first payment 

depending on the area registered, in a training programme with the topic of “Implementation of 

the Commitments Concluded in the Action 11 – Ecological Agriculture of the NRDP 2014-2020”. 

These courses are organised regularly by the specialised department of the CDA. According to the 

information provided by the LPIS monitoring system managed by APIA, by the end of 2016, 16 

requests for payment have been submitted in Dolj County (14 individual beneficiaries) for the areas 

under the period of conversion to the ecological agriculture and 35 requests for payment (20 

individual beneficiaries) for the ecologically certified areas. Thus, it may be concluded that more 

than 60% of the operators registered in ecological agriculture in Dolj County in 2016 (34 of 36) have 

participated in relevant courses or information on ecological agricultural practices.  

                                                           
25

 http://www.cameraagricoladolj.ro/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Plan-anual-de-activitate-2014-site.pdf 
26

 http://madr.ro/docs/minister/rap-activitate-MADR-2016.pdf 



Between 2011 and 2015, through the LEADER Axis of the NRDP 2007-2013, the request and 

operation of 163 LAGs has been funded, which have subsequently drafted and implemented the 

Local Development Strategies (LDS). By means of the LDS, projects have been funded, which 

addressed the specific needs identified locally, including projects that aimed at the vocational 

training of individuals in the rural areas. In Dolj County, 16 such vocational training projects have 

been implemented between 2013 and 2015. Of the 16 projects, 2 aimed at topics related exclusively 

to ecological agriculture (agro-business, ecological agriculture practices and techniques to market 

agricultural products), both being implemented on the territory of LAG Calafat and 8 aimed at 

general topics related to agricultural activities, including ecological agriculture. The courses 

organised within these projects were free. However, there is no information from official sources 

concerning the number of participants to these vocational training activities.  

Between 2011 and 2015, through the LEADER Axis of the NRDP 2007-2013, the request and 

operation of 163 LAGs has been funded, which have subsequently drafted and implemented the 

Local Development Strategies (LDS). By means of the LDS, projects have been funded, which 

addressed the specific needs identified locally, including projects that aimed at the vocational 

training of individuals in the rural areas. In Dolj County, 16 such vocational training projects have 

been implemented between 2013 and 2015. Of the 16 projects, 2 aimed at topics related exclusively 

to ecological agriculture (agro-business, ecological agriculture practices and techniques to market 

agricultural products), both being implemented on the territory of LAG Calafat and 8 aimed at 

general topics related to agricultural activities, including ecological agriculture. The courses 

organised within these projects were free. However, there is no information from official sources 

concerning the number of participants to these vocational training activities. 

According to the answers collected, the situation on the level of training of the operators 

registered in the field of ecological agriculture is positive, more than 70% thereof attending courses 

in the field, most of them (43%) prior to acquiring the ecological certification. The main provider of 

professional training in the field of ecological agriculture was CDA of Dolj County, respectively the 

AC of Dolj County, before 2016 (67% of the respondents). None of the respondents attended the free 

courses provided through projects funded within the LDSs. Only 8% of the respondents have a 

specialisation in the field of agriculture, acquired within the public education institutions 

(technological high school, faculty in the field). The main reason indicated by the respondents for 

justifying the non-participation in courses or trainings in the field of ecological agriculture is the 

lack of information on their organistion. 

Figure no. 31 Participation to courses concerning 

ecological agriculture 

Figure no. 32 The provider of the courses graduated in 

the field 



  

 

Participant la cursuri in 
domeniu anterior obtinerii 
certificarii 

Participant in the courses in 
the field prior to acquiring the 
certification 

Directia pentru Agricultura 
Judeteana 

Directorate for Agriculture 
and Rural Development 

Participant la cursuri in 
domeniu ulterior obtinerii 
certificarii 

Participant in courses in the 
field subsequent to acquiring 
the certification 

GAL LAG 

Nu a participat la cursuri in 
domeniu 

Did not attend courses in the 
field 

Furnizor privat de formare 
profesionala 

Private provider of vocational 
training 

  Institutie de invatamant (ex. 
liceu tehnologic, Facultatea 
de Agronomie, etc.) 

Education institution (e.g.: 
technological high-school, 
Faculty of Agronomy, etc.) 

Source: Processing the data collected by the team carrying out the survey, 2017 

 In the opinion of 90% of the respondents to the questionnaire, such specialised courses are 

required to prepare the farmers and to guarantee an optimal implementation of the ecological 

agricultural practices. This conclusion is also confirmed by the information collected by carrying 

out the interviews, according to which it is essential for the operators to be informed on the way of 

aligning to the requirements on ecological agriculture (innovative technologies for fighting diseases 

and pests, on animal husbandry, etc.), as well as the way to use the ecological production. 

Other course themes which would be useful especially for the operators registered in 

ecological agriculture are: marketing of ecological products (51% of respondents), financial 

management of agricultural exploitation (34% of respondents) and the management of human 

resources (15% of respondents). However, such courses with ecological agriculture related topics 

have not been carried out so far by the institutions, organisations or entities relevant for the field 

of ecological agriculture, focusing their training activities around the technical topics related to 

ecological agricultural practices. 

 

6. Analysis of Initiatives Related to the Transfer of Knowledge in the Field 
of Ecological Agriculture in the Cross-Border Area 

The transfer of knowledge in the field of ecological agriculture is a key element for the 

development of this sector, respectively for facilitating the conversion process carried out by the 

operators registered and for identifying new techniques and methods that would support 

maintaining the ecological certification for the operators who have completed the conversion 

period. The phrase “transfer of knowledge” should be differentiated from the information 



submitted through the training or information activities, the transfer of knowledge involving a 

higher level of specialisation in relation to the topics and themes addressed. The transfer of 

knowledge can be done on various levels: between institutions/entities in the field, between 

institutions/entities and farmers or between farmers.  

Regarding the transfer of knowledge between the institutions, this would be relevant 

particularly in the case where it involves institutions and research centres in the field of 

agriculture, including the ecological agriculture, having the capacity of developing new methods 

and techniques to increase the production or to improve the quality of the products obtained. From 

the information collected, no initiatives/events carried out so far were identified, which would 

involve the collaboration between institutions and entities that operate in the field of ecological 

agriculture in the cross border area of Dolj – Vidin – Montana – Vratsa. 

The transfer of knowledge between the institutions and farmers is done mainly by means of 

written publications, distributed for free or through the information published online. In Dolj 

County, this activity is the responsibility of the CDA.  

An important tool to facilitate the transfer of knowledge in the field of ecological agriculture 

is represented by the projects implemented in the territory by various institutions and/or 

organisations, funded with EU funds. During the previous programming periods, no cross-border 

cooperation projects have been funded and implemented in Dolj County, which would aim at the 

transfer of knowledge and good practices in the field of ecological agriculture. In the current 

period, 2014-2020, two projects have been selected and are undergoing implementation, funded 

through the Programme Interreg V-A Romania – Bulgaria, which aims at promoting the ecological 

agriculture at the cross-border level.  

- the project 16.4.2.109 “Cross Border virtual incubator for promoting employment on bio 

agriculture, bio products processing and connected services” (partnership leader the 

Romanian Movement for Quality – RO; partner the National Centre for Information Services – 

BG), wherein this survey is drafted; 

- the project 16.4.2.070 “Green Jobs Network“ - Promoting Ecotourism and Organic 

Agriculture as Innovative Mechanisms for employment and local sustainable development in 

the Rural areas in the Romania-Bulgaria Cross-Border area/"Green Jobs Network" - 

(partnership leader the municipality of Lyaskovets – BG; partner the Local Council of Videle 

– RO)  

The transfer of knowledge between the farmers is facilitated in the various events organised 

at local, county, national or international level by the institutions or organisations operating in the 

sector of ecological agriculture. Fairs and exhibitions are organised in Dolj County, which also aim 

at the ecological agriculture component, the most important ones being: 

- The Agrotex Fair, organised by CCIA Dolj as of 1991, attended by agricultural equipment and 

machinery manufacturers, propagating material suppliers, apiculture, fruit installations 

suppliers, etc. 



- The Craiova Apiculture Fair organised by Stupina BIA, the City Hall of Craiova and Dolj 

County Council as of 2014 attended by producers, processors and traders of apicultural 

products 

In 2017, the City Hall of Craiova organised the first edition of the Agro Oltenia Fair, being 

mainly a networking event between farmers, specialists, managers and authorities in the field of 

agriculture and food industry, including presentations of the development technologies, products 

and projects. 

In the neighbouring counties in Bulgaria, according to the information available on the 

website of CCIA Bulgaria27 a single event is organised in the field, as of 2010, respectively the 

Apicultural Fair in the Pleven city.  

7. Analysis of Strengths and Weaknesses, Obstacles to Be Overcome and of 
Opportunities to Develop the Ecological Agricultural Sector and Related 
Services 

The strategic planning of some efficient and practical actions or measures to develop a 

certain sector can be done only in the conditions of carrying out a thorough analysis of the existing 

context. The link between the context analysis and action plan is the SWOT analysis, respectively 

the analysis of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats related to the analysed sector. In 

this case, the analysed sector is the ecological agriculture and related services in Dolj County, and 

the SWOT analysis thereof is shown below. 

 

Strengths Weaknesses 

Favourable and climatic conditions in Dolj County 

for the ecological agricultural activities aiming at 

cereals for grains (wheat, corn), oil plants 

(sunflower and rapeseed), alfalfa, apple trees, 

beekeeping. 

The reduction of the unused arable land area by 

over 55% over 3 years  

High productivity registered in the apicultural 

sector between 2014 and 2016 (+59.4% increase in 

production) 

Reduction of the amount of herbicides and of the 

land area where they are applied. 

Increase in the number of operators certified in 

Increase in the amount of chemical fertilizers and 

insecticides of the land area where they are applied. 

Reduction of the amount of natural fertilizers and of 

the land area where they are applied. 

The reduced representativeness of ecological 

agriculture at county level from the perspective of 

the areas involved (0,21% of the total cultivated area 

was registered into the ecological agriculture in 

2016). 

Low number of ecologically certified operators for 

animal husbandry. 

In Dolj County, there is no authorised supplier of 

seeds and propagation material usable in ecological 
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 http://www.bcci.bg/fairs/calendar/branches.htm 



Strengths Weaknesses 

ecological agriculture in the first half of 2017. 

Stabilising the ecologically certified activities at 

the level of producers, respectively increasing the 

level of awareness among the operators in relation 

to the most suitable production typology 

(reduction of the number of operators with 

certifications for several activities or several lands 

with different (ecological or conversion) statuses. 

The increase in the number of operators certified 

in apiculture, as of 2014 (in the first half of 2017, 

the number of beekeepers registered in the 

ecological agriculture has doubled compared to 

2016). 

Increase in the number of operators and areas that 

completed the conversion period and acquired the 

ecological certification between 2014 and 2016. 

Diversification of the products registered in 

ecological agriculture in 2016. 

Increase in the number of bee swarms among the 

ecologically certified operators between 2015 and 

2016. 

The operation of two research and development 

units in the field of agriculture in Dolj County, 

organised as research stations: SCDA Şimnic and 

the Research-Development Station for Crop of 

Plants on Sands (RDSCPS) of Dabuleni. 

High level of qualification of the operators 

registered in ecological agriculture in Dolj County 

(minimum 60% have completed specific courses in 

the field) 

Organisation of three annual fairs and exhibitions 

in Dolj County, which also aims at the ecological 

agriculture and where various producers, 

processors, traders, specialists, managers and 

authorities in the field of agriculture and food 

industry participate. 

agriculture.  

Low degree of ecologically certified operators’ 

information on the existing collaboration and 

association opportunities. 

Low level of development of associative structures, 

particularly those that address the operators 

certified in ecological agriculture (there is one 

organisation of ecologically certified producers, who 

operate in the apicultural sector). 

The number of ecologically certified traders and 

processors in Dolj County is very low (in the first 6 

months of 2017, a single trader of ecological products 

and no processor have been registered). 

The reduction of the areas certified among the 

operators who kept their ecological certification. 

The decrease in the number of bee families among 

the ecologically certified operators between 2014 

and 2016. 

Low number of active local units providing services 

auxiliary to the agricultural production in Dolj 

County. 

The lack of a list or of a centralised database where 

the providers of auxiliary services compatible with 

the ecological agricultural practices would be 

registered. 

Low number of vocational training projects at local 

level, which deal with topics specific to ecological 

agriculture. 

 

 



 

 

 

Opportunities Threats 

The implementation of the Common Agricultural 

Policy between 2014 and 2016, in the EU and the 

Strategy for the medium and long term 

development of the agro-food sector, 2020-2030, 

nationally. 

The single EU market for the sale and marketing the 

ecological products. 

The national legislative framework is practically 

detailed with an optimal degree of stability and has 

a high degree of consistency with the EU 

Regulations in the field of ecological agriculture. 

The existence of the logo of EU and Romania for 

ecological agriculture, which ensures an increased 

level of visibility and easy identification by the 

consumers of ecological products. 

Introduction of some kinds of grapes and fruit into 

the production of individual agricultural 

exploitations, for which there is a demand on the 

domestic and particularly external market (for 

example, blueberries, raspberries, hazelnut tree, 

buckthorn). 

 The compensatory payments by area, provided by 

APIA for the operators registered in ecological 

agriculture, through the Action 11 of the NRDP 

2014-2020 (funded through the Pillar II of CAP). 

The single payments by area, funded through the 

Pillar I of CAP. 

The dissemination of relevant information regarding 

the ecological agriculture in a large number of 

legislative acts drafted nationally. 

The multitude of requirements that should be met 

and of documents that should be filled out and 

submitted in order to acquire the ecological 

certification. 

Climate changes that generate extreme 

meteorological phenomena (hail) and 

desertification caused by the lack of precipitations 

in summer.  

High costs involved by the transition to ecological 

agricultural practices and subsequently maintaining 

them. 

Accidental contaminations of the certified areas by 

other producers performing conventional 

agricultural activities. 

The conservative mentality of farmers in rural 

environment (particularly individuals over 50) and 

the reluctance to convert to ecological agricultural 

practices. 

International competition in the sector of ecological 

agriculture. 

 
8. Conclusions and Recommendations on the Future of the Sector of 
Ecological Agriculture and Related Services, in the Current Social and 
Economical Context, the Role of this Sector in Increasing the Employment 
and Mobility in the Cross-Border Area.  



As a result of the analysis of the context and evolution of ecological agriculture, 

respectively the related services and level of training the operators certified in Dolj County, it was 

possible to draw the following conclusions and recommendations: 

 

Conclusions 

 Dolj County enjoys the climate and landscape favourable to practice ecological agriculture, 

particularly considering the following activities/products: cereals for grains (wheat, corn), oil 

plants (sunflower and rapeseed), alfalfa, apple trees, beekeeping. However, the evolution of the 

ecological agriculture sector has been slow, the areas involved representing under 1% of all the 

arable land.  

 The production from ecological agriculture is increasing, but the capacity to process and market 

these products at county level is very limited. 

 A high level of volatility of the list of operators maintaining their ecological certification, taking 

into account that in 2016, only 55% of the operators certified 2 years ago were registered in the 

field of ecological agriculture. A tendency of stabilisation and specialisation of certified 

producers is also observed, by the reduction of the average number of certified products or 

activities/operator. 

 At county level, the partnership culture is underdeveloped, particularly in the field of ecological 

agriculture where there is one organisation of producers, in the apicultural sector. In fact, in 

recent years, the apicultural sector is the only branch of the ecological agriculture that has 

registered significant progress and trains increasingly more manufacturers.  

 Certified operators do not have sufficient information regarding the possibility of using these 

related services or regarding the new production techniques resulted from the research activity. 

 The certified operators’ training degree is relatively high, particularly due to the steps taken 

nationally regarding the obligation of participating in training programs in this field in order to 

obtain the compensatory payments. 

 

 Insufficient channels of information regarding the payments by area and the compensatory 

payments that can be acquired annually by the ecologically certified operators and it is 

recommended to plan some information caravans, also in townships in the rural environment. 

 It is necessary to implement some marketing actions for the ecological products, in order to 

make end consumers aware regarding the benefits of ecological products. 

 The development of free support services for certified operators or in the conversion period by 

organising courses or providing specialised counselling. 

 Promoting the funding opportunities under the programs funded by EU funds to create the 

groups of producers and short supply chain. 

 Organisation of fairs, conferences and exhibitions in the field at cross-border level addressed to 

producers, processors, traders and providers of related services (including research stations in 

the field) 



* * * * * * * * * *  
 

The framework for the ecological agriculture development in Dolj County is a favourable 

one, there being large areas of agricultural land that could be integrated into this sector under the 

conditions of informing the farmers in a detailed and constant manner regarding the applicable 

agricultural practices, the new techniques developed in the field and possibilities to acquire the 

subsidies and market the ecological products on the national and international market. A key 

element for developing this sector is also the promotion of benefits and marketing the ecologically 

certified local products among the consumers and traders. The existence of a high degree of 

specialisation of human resources has been observed in Dolj County in the field of ecological 

agriculture, the legal framework being one that favours and encourages vocational training and 

training of operators in this field. Thus, also taking into account the important percentage of the 

population in Dolj County occupied in the agricultural sector, the premises of an efficient transition 

of the conventional agricultural practices to ecological agricultural practices. The existence of an 

accredited CB operating in Dolj County and activity of CDA Dolj shall facilitate the transfer of 

information to local farmers interested in the registration into ecological agriculture. At the same 

time, the development of this sector implies the implementation of some specific measures to 

create and extend the associative networks and partnerships. The integration of Romania and 

Bulgaria in the EU, respectively their access to the unique mobility space at the community level, 

allow planning the cooperation measures, also from a cross-border perspective. Partnerships 

between producers, processors, traders and institutions operating in the sector of ecological 

agriculture would substantiate the sustainable evolution of the sector in terms of creating new 

jobs, increase in the productivity and incomes of agricultural exploitations and expansion of 

markets for ecologically certified products. In fact, creating a cooperation network at cross-border 

level and implementing joint initiatives for the promotion or transfer of knowledge and innovative 

techniques can be the required incentive for transforming the ecological agriculture from an 

activity perceived to be a “niche” in a symbol of the economy of Dolj County.  


